
V.C.A.U.A. History. 

 

Extracts from V.C.A. Reports. 

 

1905-6. At the Annual Meeting of the V.C.A. it was decided “That on the application of the League clubs 

with the Association, Two days’ matches be arranged between the League and Association clubs in the 

forthcoming season with a view to a scheme for District cricket being considered for the season 1906-7, a 

draw being made for each round, winners being drawn against winners and losers against losers. 

Richmond, Melbourne and South Melbourne seceded from the Association whilst Carlton, Fitzroy, East 

Melbourne, Hawksburn, North Melbourne, St. Kilda and University remained loyal and were strengthened 

by admission of Essendon and the new club formed at Collingwood. Melbourne, Richmond and South 

Melbourne rejoined the Association. 

 Throughout the season your  Association has had under consideration the question of introducing District 

Cricket. A scheme, grading the clubs and allotting boundaries was drawn up and submitted to the various 

clubs for  suggestions and amendments for its improvement. The scheme will be submitted for the 

consideration of the Association at its next meeting. 

 

1906-7. The past season was signalized by the introduction of a comprehensive system of District Cricket. 

Eleven teams in 1st Grade - East Melbourne, South Melbourne, University, Fitzroy, North Melbourne, 

Carlton, Hawksburn, St. Kilda, Essendon, Richmond and Collingwood. Northcote as winners of 2nd Grade 

promoted for next season. East Melbourne were premiers with South Melbourne runners-up. 

 

1907-8. Prahran associated, Hawksburn omitted. District and Sub-district divided for next three years. 

Seconds to play the same teams as Firsts. 

Alteration to V.C.A. Constitution. 

(6). That the District matches be under the management of the V.C.A. 

(7). That the Sub-district matches be under the management of a Sub-district Association. 

(7g). If the V.C.A. pays the umpires fees of the District Clubs a similar concession be given to Sub-district 

clubs. East Melbourne were premiers with Fitzroy runners-up. 

 

1908-9. Constitution and Rules revised 21/9/08.  

The umpires for all matches, except Cup and Pennant matches, played under the management of the 

Association shall be chosen by the Association, or some Committee or person appointed by such         

Association, and shall, if necessary, be paid from the funds of the Association or the proceeds of the match    

at which they officiate. 

The fees for professional umpires (except in cases of  Pennant and Cup matches) shall be One Pound for 

every whole days play or Ten Shillings for every half day with traveling expenses and for a scorer Ten 

Shillings for each day or part of a days play. 

Any Twelve clubs competed - Melbourne excluded. Prahran  were premiers, East Melbourne runners-up. 

player complained of for disputing an umpires decision in the cricket field during a match or for otherwise 

misconducting himself shall be liable to be disqualified from taking part in any match played under the 

Association for such time as may be decided upon. 

 

1909-10. Agreement with Trustees of the Metropolitan Cricket Ground and the Committee of the 

Melbourne Cricket Club. 

After 10 rounds the four leading clubs to play semi-finals. St. Kilda defeated East Melbourne in final. 

 

1910-1. Visit by team from South Africa. Prahran defeated Northcote in final on the M.C.G. 

 

1911-2. Constitution and Rules revised 26/9/11. No alteration to rules 23, 24 or 28. Northcote defeated 

South Melbourne for premiership. 

 

1912-3. Constitution and Rules revised 2/9/12. No change to rules 23, 24 or 28. Collingwood defeated 

Fitzroy in final - crowd of over 20,000 (2 afternoons). Receipts nearly Three hundred Pounds. 



Bowling of practice balls forbidden. Umpires instructed to see that the legal limit of two minutes interval 

between batsmen is not exceeded and that the usual 4 o’clock adjournment is strictly limited to Ten minutes. 

 

1913-4. Melbourne to be admitted next season for the first time since 1906-7. St. Kilda defeated East 

Melbourne in final. 

Throughout the pennant competitions, in both grades, laudable and successful efforts were made by umpires 

and players to begin games punctually, to curtail intervals and to keep the play moving with becoming 

briskness. There were reported practically no instances of late starting and everybody concerned showed a 

desire to give patrons of cricket no cause for dissatisfaction in this connection. The result was gratifying 

alike to the authorities, to players themselves and to the steadily but surely increasing numbers of onlookers 

by whom the games were witnessed. 

 

1914-5. Melbourne admitted to make 13 teams. Melbourne defeated Prahran in final. 

Umpires and Secretaries of cricket clubs seemed keenly interested all through the season in the observance 

of strict punctuality at matches. There was no instance of late starting reported save those in which the 

weather was responsible. Umpires one and all must be complimented upon the care they exercised in this 

important matter and the Association warranted in returning them our best thanks. The V.C.A.U.A. met 

regularly throughout the season and their meetings not only benefited the game in regard to time saving but 

in the frequent discussion of knotty points administration and the consequent uniformity of action in regard 

to incidents that, in seasons past, found umpires much divided in opinions. The Umpires Association has 

done excellent work and the V.C.A. regards the body with very special favour, and urges umpires new and 

old to join the Association and regularly attend its meetings. 

 

1915-6. At the commencement of the season the Pennant umpires offered to place their services at the 

disposal of the Association in an honorary capacity. The offer was accepted and the Association wishes to 

place on record its appreciation of their sportsmanlike action in rendering such an important service to the 

game during the present crisis. The various matches were umpired in the same satisfactory manner as in 

former years and the Association is satisfied that the umpires are competent and impartial. 

Premiership matches suspended because of the war. 

 

1916-7. Premiership matches discontinued. Trial of 8 balls per over in series of non-competitive games. 

Majority of Pennant umpires again placed their services at the disposal of the Association in an honorary 

capacity and the Association expresses its indebtedness for their services and the excellent work they 

rendered to the game. 

 

1917-8. Premiership Pennant matches discontinued. Series of non-competitive games substituted on same 

line as previous year. Majority keenly contested and efforts made by players, club officials and umpires to 

play the games in the proper spirit were gratifying to the Association and the patrons of cricket. All the 

Pennant umpires again placed their services at the disposal of the Association in an honorary capacity and 

they are deserving of the best thanks of the Association. As an acknowledgment of its appreciation of the 

services they have rendered without emolument during the past three years the Association distributed 

among them 71 War Certificates. 

 

1918-9. The various Associations agreed to play a restricted programme of Interstate matches during the 

year and to resume the contest for the Sheffield Shield next season. Decide that all Interstate matches 

commence at 11 a.m., that an over consist of 8 balls and that Captains and Umpires be instructed to observe 

the strictest punctuality in all matches. Club cricket conducted on same non-competitive basis. 

 

1919-20. V.C.A. Pennant matches resumed. Melbourne defeated Fitzroy in final. 

Because of shortage of cricket balls the Association altered Law 4 of cricket so that one ball could be used 

for a match instead of a new ball for each innings.  

 

1920-1. Prahran defeated St. Kilda in final. 



During the past season the East Melbourne club decided to accept the invitation of the Hawthorn club to 

amalgamate under the title of Hawthorn-East Melbourne Cricket Club. 

 

1921-2. Prahran defeated Collingwood by 523 runs in final. 

 

1922-3. Prahran defeated North Melbourne and having won the premiership on three occasions since 1919-   

20 season became possessors of the Victory Cup presented by the Association. 

 

1923-4. St. Kilda defeated Northcote in final. 

 

1924-5. St. Kilda defeated Richmond in final. V.C.A. Building (Cnr Flinders and Exhibition Sts) built. 

 

1925-6. Queensland admitted to Sheffield Shield Competition. St. Kilda defeated Hawthorn East Melbourne 

in final. Adjournment in Pennant games for afternoon tea has been abandoned. 

 

1926-7. V.C.A. became an incorporation by reason of its registration under the Companies Act of the State. 

St. Kilda defeated Collingwood for its fourth successive premiership. 

 

1927-8. Wickets in Semi-final and Final matches were protected from rain. Hawthorn East Melbourne 

defeated Collingwood in final. 

 

1928-9. University defeated Fitzroy to win its first premiership. Playing grounds at Northcote, Prahran and 

Richmond have been much improved at considerable expense during the past year and the Fitzroy club has 

re-modelled its extra ground at Merri Creek into a fine playing area. Additional accommodation and modern 

conveniences have been provided at Collingwood, North Melbourne, Prahran. Richmond and South 

Melbourne. Several alterations were made to the Sheffield Shield rules. 

 

1929-30. A most important experiment in the forthcoming Sheffield Shield season will be the introduction of 

a larger wicket recommended by the A.C.B. for a trial in shield matches. The most important feature in 

connection with the District competition was the introduction of the V.C.A. Colts team. M.C.C. provided 

practice wickets at the Albert ground for the coaching of young players. The V.C.A. has decided that the 

larger wicket will be used in the forthcoming season. The states have likewise adopted this wicket. 

Melbourne defeated St. Kilda in final. 

 

1930-1. Fitzroy defeated South Melbourne in final. Umpires - A. Barlow and J. Richards. 

Prohibition of the use of resin by bowlers listed for Interstate Conference. Teams not dismissed on first day 

must declare not later than half an hour after play starts on the second day. 

 

1931-2. The alteration to rule 20 proposes to leave the decision of the fitness of the wicket and/or ground 

for play with the umpires. A difference of opinion regarding the setting out of a wicket led to a submission 

of the question to the Marylebone C.C. It has been decided that  the distance of 22 yards is measured from 

the centre of the stumps at one end to the centre of the stumps at the other end. 

 

1932-3.  V.C.A. banned bodyline bowling in all matches played under its control. The Pennant Committee 

made an innovation in the selection of umpires for the next season by accepting recommendations from the 

Sub-district and Junior associations of the umpires under their control. This will be the means of providing 

promotion for prominent young umpires. 

Melbourne defeated St. Kilda in final on M.C.G. Umpires A. Barlow and W. Moore. 

 

1933-4. D. Elder was appointed Umpires adviser by the Association. The appointment justified itself  as his 

detailed reports enabled the Committee to pick out any weak point in an umpire and have it quickly 

corrected. 

Several conferences by the Pennant Committee with the umpires have resulted in the rules being uniformly 

interpreted. The umpiring as a consequence has improved.  



Umpires for Public Schools matches and other mid-week matches were provided. 

Short pitched bowling:- In order to remove misunderstanding of what constitutes a direct and therefore 

unfair attack, the Marylebone C.C. has ruled that it consists of persistent, systematic, fast, short pitched balls 

at a batsman standing clear of the wickets. The Committee is instructing umpires in first and second class 

matches that any action to prevent this class of bowling will be strongly supported by the Committee.  

Collingwood Cricket Club could not secure the necessary tenure of their ground and therefore ceased to be 

a member of the Association by disqualification. Towards the end of the season the Collingwood City 

Council, controllers of the Victoria Park ground gave the necessary tenure and the club was admitted. 

Thirteen teams took part in the competition - Collingwood  having been suspended. St. Kilda defeated 

Richmond in a six day final on the M.C.G. Umpires A. Barlow and G. Hele. 

The following Law of Cricket, adopted by the Australian Board of Control, was approved by the Victorian 

Cricket Association to all matches under its control:- Law 48B Any ball delivered, which in the opinion of 

the umpire mat the bowler’s end is bowled at the batsman with intent to intimidate or injure him shall be 

considered unfair, and “no-ball” shall be called and the bowler notified of the reason. If the offence be 

repeated by the same bowler in the same innings he shall be immediately instructed by the umpire to cease 

bowling and the over shall be regarded as completed. Such bowler shall not again b be permitted to bowl 

during the course of the innings then in progress. Law 48A shall not apply to this law. 

 The Marylebone Committee decided by a large majority to give a trial throughout the 1935 season in First 

and Second class competitions to the amended L.B.W. rule. The striker is out 

 if with any part of his person except his hands which is situated between wicket and wicket he intercepts a 

ball which in the opinion of the umpire at the bowler’s end is pitched in a straight line from the bowler’s 

wicket to the striker’s wicket or is pitched on the off side of the striker’s wicket and would have hit it. 

 

1934-5. Umpire G. A. Hele has resigned from his position. He has performed his duties in test matches with 

marked ability. A record of his satisfactory service has been placed in the minutes of the Association. 

State Schools Cricket. The advent of umpires with V.C.A. experience into theses final games has done much 

to give the boys a better understanding of how cricket should be played and this is reflected in their conduct 

on the field and in their dress when they turn out to play. 

District Final - Melbourne defeated Collingwood. Umpires A. Barlow and G. Hele. 

 

1935-6. The Association wisely adopted the experimental L.B.W. law for a trial in Pennant matches. Judging 

by the number of decisions given by umpires under the new law no hardship was experienced by batsmen.  

The Association decide to agree to the recommendation of the Conference that the V.C.A. should appoint 

one umpire for each match (V.J.C.U. Inter-association matches) and contributed 50 Pounds towards the cost  

of that service.  

Final - Melbourne defeated Fitzroy. Umpires A. Barlow and C. Dwyer. 

 

1936-7. Proposal by V.C.A. for the amendment, alteration and/or additions to the rules governing the 

Sheffield Shield competition. Victoria holds the view that the fitness of the wicket and/or the ground should 

be judged by the umpires only and the decision of this question affects shield matches. Interstate conference 

to be held in Sydney following the Australian Board of Control meeting in September. The V.C.A. has 

submitted to interstate conference certain alterations to Rules and Conditions covering Sheffield Shield 

competition and to be consistent in its attitude, it was necessary to alter Rule 36 so that the question of play 

should be determined by the Umpires. The instruction to umpires for the ensuing season was also 

undertaken. 

The services of Mr. D. Elder, Umpires Supervisor, have proved of much benefit to the deliberations of the 

Pennant Committee and have helped to perfect the methods of appointment. 

Inter-association premiership not arranged on account of visit by M.C.C.  

Future matches to be umpired by appointment by V.C.A. so that one umpire will officiate in each match with 

one umpire selected by the Union. The V.C.A. umpire will naturally take precedence on any matters that 

may arise during any game. The Association has set aside the amount of 50 Pounds towards the cost of such 

appointments. 

Final - Melbourne defeated Richmond. Umpires A. Barlow and C. Dwyer. 

  



1937-8. At the Interstate Conference a notice given by Victoria to amend Rule 20, by giving the decision of 

the fitness of the ground and/or the wicket for play to the Umpires instead of the Captains was defeated. The 

Association gave an instruction to its Umpires empowering them to control the covering and uncovering of 

the wicket and further, that after rain, the covering must be removed as quickly as possible. 

A feature of the V.C.A. Pennant Competition was the inauguration of a club championship .incorporating 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Elevens. Melbourne Cricket Club besides winning the first eleven competition had the honour 

of gaining the championship after a close contest with Richmond. 

Conditions and Rules governing Sheffield Shield competition - May 7/8, 1936. 

(8). Both umpires shall be appointed by the local Association. 

(20). Fitness of wicket and/or ground for play shall be decided by the two Captains. If they disagree, the 

decision of the two umpires shall be final. 

(22). The fitness or otherwise of light for play shall be decided by the Umpires on appeal. 

District final - Melbourne defeated Fitzroy.. Umpires A. Barlow  and  A. Sharp.. 

 

1938-9. Selection of umpires for the forthcoming season was carefully undertaken. As five vacancies had 

occurred in the second XI list, an oral examination of umpires having experience in first grade semi-final and 

final matches was made. 

V.J.C.U. The assistance given by the Association in providing umpires at its cost to work in conjunction 

with Junior umpires in controlling the games has been appreciated. 

Final - Fitzroy defeated Richmond. Umpires A. Barlow and J. Craddock. 

 

1939-40. Thirteen teams in competition ( No Colts). V.C.A. Pennant competition cancelled and a 

programme of matches between district clubs of a non-competitive character substituted.  

Umpires offered to place their services at the disposal of the Association in an honorary capacity. The 

proposal has been accepted and appreciation expressed on their sportsmanlike action. 

Pennant competition abandoned for 1940-1 season. 

Final - Fitzroy defeated Melbourne. Umpires not specified. 

 

1940-1. Club championship abandoned for season. Reference to honorary umpires repeated. 

Major difficulty in the Sub-district association in the provision of umpires as its former umpires refused to 

act in an honorary capacity. Death of A. D. Raeburn former first class umpire reported. 

 

1941-5. No reference in any of these reports to umpires except that they again acted in an honorary capacity. 

 

1945-6. Pennant matches resumed but Club championship deferred as several clubs unable to field third IX 

teams. Final - Carlton defeated Essendon. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

V.J.C.U. Standardisation of umpires fees was determined in order that a gradual scale could be made from 

Junior to Senior competition. 

 

1946-7. The extension of the V.C.A. District scheme was considered during the winter months by the 

Executive Committee as a result of a strong representation made by the Victorian Sub District Association 

and an application from Geelong for admission. At a special general meeting of the Association it was 

resolved to add one club to the district scheme and thereby eliminate the bye in the Pennant competition. 

This addition will be made during the coming season, but will not become operative until the 1948-9 season.   

Final - Richmond defeated South Melbourne. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

Sheffield Shield Rules. 

(8). Both umpires shall be appointed by the local Association. 

(20). The fitness of the wicket and/or the ground for play shall be decided by the two captains. If they 

disagree the decision of the two umpires shall be final. 

(22). Once an appeal has been made against the light the fitness of` light for play in that innings on that day 

shall` be in the hands of the umpires without further appeal.     

(26). The following Law to be known as 48B shall apply to all matches played under these conditions and 

rules. “Any ball delivered, which, in the opinion of the umpire at the bowlers end, is bowled at the batsman 

with intent to intimidate or injure him, shall be considered unfair, and “no ball” shall be called and the bowler 



notified of the reason. If the offence is repeated by the same bowler in the same innings he shall be 

immediately instructed by the umpire to cease bowling and the over shall be regarded as completed. Such 

bowler shall not again be permitted to bowl during the course of the innings then in progress.” Law 48A 

shall not apply to this Law. 

(26A). In order to facilitate play at the earliest possible moment in wet weather, the umpires shall see that 

any necessary steps are taken to improve the ground, other than the wicket, by instructing the curator to use 

the absorbent roller to mop the water off the cover for the wicket and any other pools of water surrounding 

the wicket or the playing area. 

  

1947-8. The Australian Board of Control decided to give encouragemenr  and experience to leading umpires 

by the introduction of a panel, from which the appointment of Test umpires was made. The panel comprised 

leading umpires recommended by State Associations and the experiment proved to be satisfactory. The State 

Associations have been asked to adopt similar principles in appointing the umpires for  Sheffield Shield and 

other representative matches. (N.B. No mention of Victorian names.)   

The finalization of deliberations with regard to the extension of the V.C.A. District scheme resulted in 

Footscray Cricket Club being admitted on a four year trial commencing on the following season. 

Final - Carlton defeated Melbourne. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

 

1948-9. Final - Melbourne defeated South Melbourne. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

 

1949-50. Final - Hawthorn East Melbourne defeated Melbourne. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

 

1950-1. During the year it was decided to rectify the anomaly of District third elevens playing under the 

control of the Metropolitan League while figuring in the V.C.A. Championship competition. The necessary 

machinery was put into operation, and at the April meeting of the Association a motion was carried bringing 

the third elevens under the control of the V.C.A. 

Final - Hawthorn East Melbourne defeated Fitzroy at the M.C.G. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

 

1951-2. The Footscray Cricket Club having served its four year probationary period was unanimously voted 

a full member of the Association at a special meeting in  August and the necessary amendments to the 

Constitution and the Articles of Association were passed.  

Thanks were expressed to Mr George Hele for conducting classes for young umpires throughout the winter 

months. These talks were most instructive and interesting, and should prove of great benefit to all those who 

attended. 

Final - Melbourne defeated Fitzroy at South Melbourne. Umpires A. Barlow and R. Wright. 

 

1952-3. Mr George Hele again conducted umpires classes during the winter months and was warmly 

thanked. 

Final - South Melbourne defeated Prahran at the M.C.G. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele. 

 

1953-4. For the first time in many years the V.C.A. was able to stage its final match at the Albert Ground. 

Thanks to Mr George Hele for again conducting classes for umpires of all grades during the winter season. 

This service is beginning to make itself felt, and the general standard of new umpires is much higher as a 

result. 

Final - Fitzroy defeated Prahran at the Albert Ground. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele. 

 

1954-5. Under 16 Competition introduced. 

St. Kilda ground to be used for Sheffield Shield matches  for seasons 1955-6 and 1956-7 as the M.C.G. 

would be unavailable because of the staging of the Olympic Games. 

Mr George Hele, former Test umpire, continues to make a grand contribution to the game by conducting 

classes for all grades of umpires during the winter months. 

Final - Prahran defeated Hawthorn East Melbourne at  Albert Ground. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele.  

 



1955-6. Former Test umpire, Mr George Hele, again conducted classes for umpires during the cricket 

recess. These classes are most successful and are materially improving the standard of umpiring. 

Final - Hawthorn East Melbourne defeated South Melbourne. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele. 

 

1956-7. Western Australia admitted as full member of Sheffield Shield competition. 

Mr. George Hele continued conducting winter classes for umpires. 

The Association appointed sub-committee to examine an appointment of a state coach but found the 

suggestion both impracticable and uneconomical. 

Final - Carlton defeated Fitzroy. Umpires R. Wright and J. Ward 

 

1957-8. Interstate conference decided to introduce as an experiment in Sheffield Shield matches the 

restriction of the fieldsmen on the leg side behind the popping crease to two.Mr. George Hele again 

conducted an umpires winter class and many old, as well as new umpires, took advantage of this excellent 

opportunity to learn more about the finer points of the game. 

Final - Carlton defeated Richmond. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele  

 

1958-9. At a meeting held in Adelaide it was unanimously agreed to re-introduce the experimental restricted 

“on side” field placement in Sheffield Shield matches during season 1959-60. This rule applied in 1957-8 but 

was dropped for 1958-9 as it conflicted with the playing conditions laid down for the M.C.C. tour. The 

experimental rule reads as follows:- That no more than two fieldsmen be permitted to field behind the 

popping crease on the on side at the instant of the bowler’s delivery. In the event of an infringement of this 

rule by the fielding side, the square leg umpire shall call “no ball”. Note:- It is anticipated that the square leg 

umpire would, by permission of the fielding captain, elect to stand on the off side . 

It is with regret we report that owing to ill health Mr. G. A. Hele was unable to conduct umpires classes this 

winter. Our thanks go to Mr. Hele for the valuable work he contributed over many years and we wish him a 

speedy recovery. Mr. Ron Wright generously agreed to carry on this important work during Mr. Hele’s 

absence. 

Final - Melbourne defeated St. Kilda. Umpires R. Wright and W. Smyth. 

 

1959-60. The  Australian Board of Control conducted two meetings during the year in Brisbane and 

Melbourne. The questions of throwing, dragging and time-wasting were discussed at considerable length 

during the Brisbane meeting. Leading Queensland cricketers were co-opted to test various ideas. Further 

discussions followed, then the Board resolved that the following Notes to the Laws of Cricket be added and 

adopted on an experimental basis for Australia for season 1959-60. 

Law 46 - Note 4(ix) In the event of a bowler taking unnecessarily long to bowl an over, the umpire at the 

bowler’s end, after consultation with the other umpire, shall take the immediate following action :- 

(i)Caution the bowler and inform the captain of the fielding side that he has done so. (ii) Should the caution 

prove ineffective: (a) Request the captain of the fielding side to take the bowler off at the end of the over in 

progress. (b) Report the occurance to the captain of the batting side as soon as an interval of play takes 

place. © Send a written report of the occurance to the relevant authorities. A bowler who has been “taken 

off” as above may not bowl again during the same innings.  

Law46 - Note x. Umpires are reminded that any waste of time - a bowler wasting time; the fielders crossing 

slowly between overs and for left-handed batsmen; captains being unduly deliberate in field placing, and not 

starting such field placing until the new batsman has reached the wicket - constitutes unfair play, and after 

consultation together and, where possible, after warning the captain concerned, they shall report such 

occurances to the relevant authorities. 

Law 23 - Note 2. Umpires shall allow an over before an interval to be bowled provided the umpire at the 

bowler’s end is in position before the time agreed on for the interval to start. In other words, provided the 

umpire is in position before time, the over will be bowled . 

Law 26. This law to be altered by deleting the words “or jerked”. 

Law 26 - Note 7. A ball shall be deemed to have been thrown if immediately prior to the delivery of the ball 

the elbow is bent with the wrist backward of the elbow, and the arm is then suddenly straightened as the ball 

is delivered. This definition of a throw does not debar the bowler from any use of the wrist in delivering the 



ball. Umpires are particularly directed to call and signal “no ball” unless they are satisfied the ball is bowled. 

The bowler shall not be given the benefit of the doubt. 

Law 26 - Note 8. The difficulty confronting the umpire of simultaneously watching the bowler’s hand and 

foot to determine the instant of delivery is realised. Should the umpire consider a bowler is transgressing 

Law 26 by dragging over the bowling crease before delivering the ball, the umpire shall request the bowler 

to place his back foot in the delivery stride such a distance behind the bowling crease that it will in the 

umpire’s opinion, offset the advantage the bowler would otherwise gain. 

The Association extends appreciation to Mr. Ron Wright for conducting classes during the winter months 

for aspiring umpires. These classes have proved most valuable to old and new umpires alike, and the high 

standard of umpiring in our district cricket can be traced to this source. 

Final - South Melbourne defeated Richmond. Umpires R. Wright and R. Hele. 

 

1960-1. Mr. Ron Wright, former Test Umpire, continues to make a grand contribution to cricket by 

conducting classes for all grades of umpires during the winter months. 

V.J.C.U. The scarcity of umpires is proving a serious problem to all Associations affiliated with the Union as 

most matches last year had only one professional umpire in attendance, whilst in some cases no umpires 

were available at all. Steps are being taken to relieve the situation but the scheme will need the utmost co-

operation from all junior clubs. 

Experimental Amendments and Notes to the Laws of Cricket were approved by the Board of Control and 

confirmed by the Conference for use in Australia for Season 1960-1. 

Note 7 of Law 26 was altered to read “A ball shall be deemed to be thrown if, in the opinion of either 

umpire, the bowling arm having been bent at the elbow, whether the wrist is backward of the elbow or not, 

is suddenly straightened immediately prior to the instant of delivery. The bowler shall nevertheless be at 

liberty to use the wrist freely in the delivery action”. 

An addition was made to Note 8 of Law 26 as follows:- To assist the bowler the umpire shall use a white 

disc which he will place at the bowler’s end to mark the distance from the bowling crease behind which he 

will require the bowler to land his back foot in the delivery stride. 

Law 46 - Note 4(x) The addition of  “fielders throwing the ball to one-another before returning it to the 

bowler, unless the bowler begins his walk back to his mark immediately after delivering the ball” and 

“incoming batsmen taking to long to reach the wicket” were added to the definition of time wasting. 

Final - Fitzroy defeated St. Kilda. Umpires R. Wright and W. Smyth. 

Obituary. Andy Barlow, Former Test Umpire and V.C.A.U.A.  Life Member died on 13th July 1961. 

 

1961-2. During the Sheffield Shield match between Victoria and New South Wales the Association was 

honoured by a visit from His Excellency, The Governor General, The Right Honourable Viscount De L’ 

isle VC, PC, KCMG, KStJ. At the tea adjournment the President presented both teams and the umpires  

to His Excellency. 

It was resolved that the Experimental Amendments and Notes to the Laws of Cricket as approved by     

the Board for season 1961-2 operate again for 1962-3 except that the restricted leg side field 

placements rule be amended to conform to the M.C.C. rule which reads “The number of on-side  

fieldsmen shall not exceed five of whom not more than two may be behind the popping crease at the 

instant of the bowler’s delivery. In the event of an infringement of this rule by the fielding side the 

umpire shall call “No-ball”. Note: the umpire may elect to stand on the off side provided he informs 

the captain of the fielding side and the striker of his intention to do so. 

Rule 28 was also amended to make the two umpires the sole judges as to the fitness of the pitch and 

ground. The rule now reads; “the two umpires shall decide on the fitness of the pitch and ground for  

play. 

Mr. Ron Wright, former Test umpire, continues to conduct classes during the winter months for  

umpires from any grade of cricket. 

Final - St. Kilda defeated Fitzroy. Umpires W. Smyth and I Stuart. 

 

1962-3. During the second Test the Board of Control tendered a dinner to the M.C.C. team and to 

commemorate the occasion the Board presented tie tacks to each member of the touring party, the 

Australian players and the appointed umpires. 



The Association is most grateful to its umpires for their valuable services. Without the support of 

these dedicated enthusiasts our game could not function on its present level. Mr. Ron Wright,  

former Test Umpire, continues to make a sterling contribution to cricket by conducting classes  

during the winter months for all grades of umpires. 

Final - Hawthorn East Melbourne defeated South Melbourne. Umpires W. Smyth and I. Stuart. 

 

1963-4. 

New experimental rule to be tried throughout Australia in 1963-4 season. “The umpire at the bowler’s 

end shall call and signal “no ball” if he is not satisfied that in the delivery stride the bowler has his front  

foot grounded behind and not touching the popping crease, and his back foot within and not touching 

the return crease or its forward extension. Mr. Ron Wright, former Test umpire, continues to conduct 

classes during the winter months for umpires of all grades of cricket. 

Encouraged by the  more positive approach so apparent in the 1962-3 season, the Association decided 

that all time restrictions be abolished and that two day and full day games be played under “ordinary 

conditions” as set out in the Laws of Cricket. Briefly this means “that the game will proceed without 

time or number of balls being taken into account.” The introduction of this new approach to the game 

coupled with the experimental “drag” rule presented problems which, in the main, were met and 

overcome. There was much interesting cricket and, with the exception of the “wash out” on October 

26th, there were only seven drawn games in First Eleven Matches during the season and only one of  

these was in the full day round on Australia Day. We confidently anticipate further improvement in our 

Cricket as players learn to appreciate the worth of positive thinking. 

To our umpires we again pay tribute. Their continued enthusiasm and ability is a most important factor 

in maintaining the standards and conduct of the game. We are most grateful to them all. 

Final - Essendon defeated Fitzroy. Umpires W. Smyth and I Stuart. 


